The Congress Viewing Guide

Name: __________________________________________________________Date: ____________________
Directions: Watch the film, The Congress and answer the following questions.  Exercise you brain, use visual and auditory context clues to answer the questions.  We will pause and discuss key points in class.  If you missed class, you can view here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IveqXQ871tQ
1. What do YOU think? What do you believe James Madison was trying to say about our democracy when he said “If men were angels, there would be no need for government”?   
2. As you watch and listen to the introduction, list as many of the types of people who have served in Congress as you can.
3. List as many of the accomplishments of Congress as you hear/see in the video:
4. Who holds the power to make war and the power to tax?  ________________________ Why do you think this wasn’t a power given to the Executive branch?
5. By 1910, what was the people’s view of the legislative branch?
6. What did the Speaker of the House during this belief about Progressive Reform?  What happened to the “iron rule” of Speaker Cannon? 
7. What were some changes/events that happened under the Congress of the Progressive Era?  
8. What were some changes that happened under the Congress of “The New Deal”?

9. What is happening during the video footage of the role call vote in 1941?
10. What is one thing Representative Jeanette Rankin is famous for?
11. In addition to legislating (making laws), what are some other non-legislative roles modern Congress plays in our country?
12. After watching those interviewed about why the public loves to “bash” Congress, and using knowledge you’ve gained though out today’s lessons, what are some of the reasons you think Americans have a VERY low positive opinion of our law makers?
